
May 16, 2021
WELCOME TO BETHANY

We’re so glad you’re joining us this week — or simply checking us out! Bethany really works hard to be a
community where everyone is welcome! Actually, we’re shooting for more than a welcome. We want
to love everyone well too! We pray God will use our service to bless you this week.
If you have any questions about what’s going on, don’t hesitate to email us. You can also call us
(920-452-0051). You’ll need to leave a message as our office hours are a little different these days.

THIS WEEK
Powerful Practices (Phil 3:17-4:9)

‘We are citizens of heaven,’ Paul declares in Phil. 3:20. At once many modern Christians
misunderstand what he means. We naturally suppose he means ‘and so we’re waiting until we
can go and live in heaven where we belong’. But that’s not what he says, and it’s certainly

not what he means. If someone in Philippi said, ‘We are citizens of Rome,’ they certainly wouldn’t
mean ‘so we’re looking forward to going to live there’. Being a colony works the other way round. The
last thing the emperors wanted was a whole lot of colonists coming back to Rome. The capital was
already overcrowded and underemployed. No: the task of the Roman citizens in a place like Philippi
was to bring Roman culture and rule to northern Greece, to expand Roman influence there.

N.T. Wright

NEXT WEEK
Powerful Resources (Phil. 4:10-23)

LONGFELLOW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL needs girls and boys clothing in new or excellent used
condition: sweatshirts, sweatpants, leggings, shorts, shirts, socks, and underwear (sizes 5-16
thru adult small/mediums). They also need children’s masks. Please bring these donations to
church and place them in the bins by the Outreach Board. Thank you for blessing children
in our community — Longfellow greatly appreciates
our support and partnership!
OUR MISSION OF THE MONTH: May is national Mental

Health Awareness month, so we’re supporting Mental Health
America in Sheboygan, a nonprofit resource center that serves
Sheboygan County. MHA’s mission is to promote good mental
health through education and advocacy because good mental
health is fundamental to our overall well-being and impacts
everyone in some way! For more info, go to: mhasheboygan.org.

LIFE OF POWER SERMON SERIES: Jesus lived a life of power. So did Paul. And in his short thank
you note to the Philippian church, Paul gives his dear friends a joyful manifesto on how to
chart a course for a life of connection, purpose and joy. Want to see a helpful overview? You
can find one at: bibleproject.com/learn/philippians/
TWO WAYS TO WORSHIP: Each Sunday, Bethany has two opportunities for worship. At 9am we
gather in- person to worship. You will no longer need to sign up to join us, but we will still be

wearing masks and social distancing while in the building. At 10:30am, we gather to worship online.
(Simply go to bethanysheboygan.online.church.) When you join us for our pre-recorded live- stream,
please say hello in the live chat — it’s so good to know who is worshipping with us! The recorded service
is also available on our YouTube channel so you can watch it anytime.
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CHILDREN’S COORDINATOR(S) NEEDED: As Jill nears her planned retirement, we need to find
a person (or team) who has a heart for children and for helping Bethany with Sunday
school, nursery, Children & Worship, and VBS. And as we make plans for the summer and
fall, we know we will need some help in a few areas. If you are interested in finding out
more about being our Children’s Coordinator or about helping out with the children this fall,
please contact Jill Harmelink or Pastor Jon.

LET’S WALK, EAT & MAKE CARDS! On Wednesday, May 19, we have a number of activities to
promote good mental health in our church and larger community. Financial donations for
the meal will go directly to our mission for the month of May: Mental Health America of
Sheboygan County. Join us for a great night, inspired by a great lady — Lolly Wade — as
we support mental health in our community. Invite your friends and family!
NOTE: For our chili/soup meal, we are in need of some desserts. If you would like to help out,

please drop your dessert off at Bethany before 3pm on Wednesday. We really appreciate it!
● WALK AT SOUTH — 3:30-5:30pm We’ll be meeting at the South High Commons to get more mentally

healthy by walking together. And will be joined by some South staff and students. Come when it
works, walk as long as you like!

● CURBSIDE MEAL PICKUP — 3:30-6:30pm Dinners (see below) will be available for pickup at 3:30pm
(because we’re offering meals to South High Staff). Enter on the West driveway at Bethany. Please
sign up by Monday, May 17 so we have enough food!

● IN-PERSON MEAL — 5:30-6:30 Our meal will feature the famous chili recipe of Lolly Wade. We honor
Lolly as a great cook who also had a strong passion for mental health. (There will also be chicken
noodle soup, mac and cheese, and bottled water available.) To make sure we have enough, we
NEED you to RSVP on the website (or by calling the church office) by Monday, May 17. We simply
need to know the total in your group (including friends) and whether you’ll be dining inside or picking
up your meal curbside.

● CARD PARTY — 6:30 pm We’ll be making cards to show our care. Card packets/materials will be
provided, and you can make one for a friend or for one of our Bethany members who is homebound
or in a care facility.

GRADUATES: If you or your child is graduating (from High School or College), please email
Melissa, our office manager, with the graduate’s name, school, future plans, and a senior
picture (if available) by May 23rd.
WORK DAY THANK YOU! Thank you to all who helped out with our spring clean-up day. We
had a dozen people helping, including 5 from Bethel Church. We got all of our mulching and

lawn work done before Noon. We appreciate your service & hope you weren’t too sore the next day!

CONTACTING CHURCH STAFF: Melissa is in the office Monday through Wednesday from 8am to 2pm.
Other staff are continuing to work primarily from home. If you need to reach a member of Bethany staff,
the best way to reach them is to send an email. The staff does have access to their voice messages
while working at home, but these messages will be checked less regularly.
GIVING: Bethany has a number of ways you can give. You can mail your offerings to Bethany (1315
Washington Ave, Sheboygan, 53081) or go to our secure, online page, which you can access at our
website. Just look for the “Give Online” button. You can also text your giving to 920-280-0042. You now
have the option to cover the processing fee. Look for the check box after entering your information. If
you need any help please contact Melissa. She is happy to help!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXDkiDmMzEyCrDg-ss7y84gn_c65h9F33oe7Ljn0R6OcSu9g/viewform
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CONSISTORY CORNER:
For the past three years, we have been really blessed to have Paul and Mary Hankins lead worship for
us at Bethany. Unfortunately, they have decided to move on. Originally, they had been one of the
regulars at our Saturday night services, but when Pastor Philip left, they agreed to be transitional
leaders for Bethany. They have a new possibility in the works right now, and we pray God would really
bless their future ministry.
The Worship Ministry Team will be meeting this week and will discuss plans for the summer, as well as
long-term options. Please pray for their work and pray God provides for our needs like he has so often
in the past!

FINANCIAL UPDATE:
Weekly Average Received       $6,613 per week
Weekly Average Expenses        $6,148 per week
Amount Ahead of Expenses        $465 per week

STAFF
Jon Garbison, Lead Pastor pastorjon@bethanyrc.com; Ext#11
Steve Bakker, Associate Pastor pastorsteve@bethanyrc.com; Ext#17
Melissa Scheidt, Office Manager officemanager@bethanyrc.com; Ext#10
Jane Carlson, Worship & Discipleship jane.c@bethanyrc.com; Ext#12
Jill Posewitz, Coordinator of Ministries jill.p@bethanyrc.com; Ext#18
Paul Hankins, Worship Band Leader paul.h@bethanyrc.
Jill Harmelink, Children’s Ministry jill.h@bethanyrc.com; Ext#19
Terri Daye, Administrative Assistant terri.d@bethanyrc.com; Ext#16
Camber Posewitz, Interim Youth Coordinator camber.p@bethanyrc.com
Bulletin & Comm Moments Announcements news@bethanyrc.com
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