
June 6, 2021
WELCOME TO BETHANY

We’re so glad you’re joining us this week — or simply checking us out! Bethany really works hard to be a
community where everyone is welcome! Actually, we’re shooting for more than a welcome. We want
to love everyone well too! We pray God will use our service to bless you this week.
If you have any questions about what’s going on, don’t hesitate to email us. You can also call us
(920-452-0051). You’ll need to leave a message as our office hours are a little different these days.

THIS WEEK
The Gospel According to Jesus (Luke 4:14-32, 40-44)

“If anyone has ears to hear, let them hear.” (Mark 4:23) Jesus says this a few times during his ministry,
and it sounds a bit nonsensical at first. “Of course I have ears — if I didn’t, I wouldn’t be able to hear
you anyway!” But as the parent of any teenager will tell you, it’s one thing to hear; it’s another to
listen. The Message paraphrases Jesus this way: “Are you listening to this? Really listening?”

Are you listening? When you show up at church, are you expecting God to speak to you? Or are you
simply hoping for a new nugget of truth to add to your collection? Or maybe a little inspiration pick-
me-up? And if you are listening for God, what happens when you walk into the lobby — and then to
your car? Will you still be listening for God on Monday when you get to work?

The Gospel — the good news — according to Jesus was, “the Kingdom of God has come near.” And
note that he wasn’t at the temple in Jerusalem when he said this. He was in the marketplace. He was
standing on the lakeshore with some fishermen. He was at Peter’s home.

What’s true of our ears is also true of our eyes. Do you have eyes to see? The angels in Isaiah’s vision
cry: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” (Isa. 6:3) There are
glimpses of God’s Kingdom everywhere. Are you looking? Really looking?

NEXT WEEK
Pursuing the Kingdom (Matt. 6:25-34)

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 20. We will be holding a
congregational meeting after our in-person worship service. (We'll start at about 10:15am.) We’ll be
sharing our annual budget, talking about summer plans, and more. We hope to have the meeting live
streamed, but we will send out either a printed summary and possibly a video recording.

LONGFELLOW THANK YOU: Thank you to everyone who brought in clothes, shoes, and
masks for the students at Longfellow! We took over several loads and really blessed the
staff and students!
OUR MISSION OF THE MONTH: This month, our mission offerings are going to
Campus Life, a ministry dedicated to sharing the love of Christ with area
families. While they minister to youth, they also have programs for all ages! And

currently, Jenna Zelm, a daughter of Bethany, is the Student Ministries Director there. Please
join us in supporting and praying for Campus Life this month!
GO FLY A KITE! This Saturday, Jun 12 from 10:00– 4:00, Campus Life is holding their first annual Kite Festival.
They’ll have professional kiters with amazing show kites, and you can bring your own kite or buy and
assemble a kite onsite! Make a day of it and have lunch at one of the food trucks. Whether or not you
and your family can attend, be praying for this outreach event for Campus Life.
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WORSHIP SERVICE TIME CHANGE: Beginning June 13, online worship will move to 9:00am. This
means both our online and in-person worship services will happen at the same time. Within
the next couple of weeks, our online worship will be a truly livestream, which means we will all
be worshipping together at the same time! Our online worship service can be accessed by
going to bethanysheboygan.online.church. (The recorded service is also available on our
YouTube channel so you can watch it anytime.)

FAITH FOR LIFE ON SUMMER BREAK: With vacations and other summer activities interrupting
our schedule, Faith for Life is going to take a break. We have enjoyed gathering this past
year and are so grateful that so many adults and youth have used Faith for Life to connect
with God and with each other! If you have any questions or comments, please share them
with Pastor Jon or Jane.
FALL REGISTRATION IS HAPPENING THIS MONTH! Please stop at the table in the Narthex to

register your children and youth for fall programs. Check out the staffing needs for fall and talk to Jill
Harmelink about opportunities to serve in the Children's Ministry.

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHIES to Barb and Larry LeMahieu and family, on the recent passing of
Barb’s brother-in-law, Angus Schocko. Our thoughts and prayers are with you all during this
difficult time as you grieve this loss.
ARE YOU CONNECTED TO OUR EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN? As needs arise within our Bethany
Community, there is an email that goes out with information and opportunities to care and
pray. It’s another tool of communication for you. If you want to join or are not sure if you

have, please send your name and email to prayer@bethanyrc.com.
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU LOVE has a care concern, ill, hospitalized, please let us know so we can care
for you and your family. Please contact the church office or for immediate needs, call Pastor Steve
Bakker at (920)627-2708.  We care and are here for you.

CONTACTING CHURCH STAFF: Melissa is in the office Monday through Wednesday from 8am
to 2pm. Other staff are continuing to work primarily from home. If you need to reach a
member of Bethany staff, the best way to reach them is to send an email.
GIVING: Bethany has a number of ways you can give. You can mail your offerings to Bethany
(1315 Washington Ave, Sheboygan, 53081) or go to our secure, online page, which you can

access at our website. Just look for the “Give Online” button. You can also text your giving to
920-280-0042. You now have the option to cover the processing fee. Look for the check box after
entering your information.

CONSISTORY CORNER:
We have a consistory meeting this week, and there are a lot of important issues on our agenda. We
will be finalizing our 2021-2022 budget (which we will present to you at our congregational meeting).
We will also be discussing our summer activities and worship plans. We really would appreciate your
prayers for us as we discern God’s leading together!

FINANCIAL UPDATE:
Weekly Average Received       $6,613 per week
Weekly Average Expenses        $6,148 per week
Amount Ahead of Expenses        $465 per week

STAFF
Jon Garbison, Lead Pastor pastorjon@bethanyrc.com; Ext#11
Steve Bakker, Associate Pastor pastorsteve@bethanyrc.com; Ext#17
Melissa Scheidt, Office Manager officemanager@bethanyrc.com; Ext#10
Jane Carlson, Worship & Discipleship jane.c@bethanyrc.com; Ext#12
Jill Posewitz, Coordinator of Ministries jill.p@bethanyrc.com; Ext#18
Jill Harmelink, Children’s Ministry jill.h@bethanyrc.com; Ext#19
Terri Daye, Administrative Assistant terri.d@bethanyrc.com; Ext#16
Camber Posewitz, Interim Youth Coordinator camber.p@bethanyrc.com
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