
June 20, 2021
WELCOME TO BETHANY

We’re so glad you’re joining us this week — or simply checking us out! Bethany really works hard to be a
community where everyone is welcome! Actually, we’re shooting for more than a welcome. We want
to love everyone well too! We pray God will use our service to bless you this week.
If you have any questions about what’s going on, don’t hesitate to email us. You can also call us
(920-452-0051). You’ll need to leave a message as our office hours are a little different these days.

THIS WEEK
Kingdom Parables: The Hidden Treasure & the Pearl (Matt 13:44-46)

If shows like Antiques Roadshow or American Pickers have taught us anything, it’s that treasures can
be found where you least expect them. Today, Jesus gives us a couple short illustrations about the
“hidden” value of the Kingdom of God. The first treasure is merely stumbled upon unexpectedly. The
other was discovered during a routine search. Both treasures are outrageously valuable — so much so
that the discovery creates great joy — and makes great sacrifice a no-brainer. No one with access to
a priceless treasure would give a second thought to selling absolutely everything to get it!

NEXT WEEK
Kingdom Parables: The Sower (Luke 8:4-15; Matt 13;1-23)

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Today, we’ll be holding a congregational meeting. Actually, it will be a
mix of meeting and worship service. It will begin during our worship service, but the “business” part of our
meeting will happen at the end (and there will be a short break beforehand). We’ll be sharing our
annual budget, talking about summer plans, and more. We hope to have the meeting live streamed,
but we will send out a printed summary and possibly a video recording.

NEW DAY MEAL: Thank you to all who helped us serve our New Day Meal last Tuesday. We
had around 50 join us for brats and burgers and served an additional 10 carry-out meals. It
was so good to be able to sit and chat with neighbors we haven’t seen for over a year!
OUR MISSION OF THE MONTH: This month, our mission offerings are going to
Campus Life, a ministry dedicated to sharing the love of Christ with area
families. While they minister to youth, they also have programs for all ages! And

currently, Jenna Zelm, a daughter of Bethany, is the Student Ministries Director there. Please
join us in supporting and praying for Campus Life this month!

SUMMER WORSHIP TIMES: Both our online and in-person worship services are at 9:00am. This
means they will happen at the same time. Our online worship will be a truly livestream,
which means we will all be worshipping together at the same time! Our online worship
service can be accessed by going to bethanysheboygan.online.church. (The recorded
service is also available on our YouTube channel by Sunday afternoon.)
THANK YOU! Thanks to the technology volunteers who have put in extra hours learning new

technology and implementing new procedures to get the livestream up and running. The extra time
and effort is greatly appreciated! This hard work behind the scenes makes for a (hopefully) seamless
experience for all of us as we worship together. Thank you so much!
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GATHERING FOR YOUTH: This Wednesday, our youth and their parents are gathering and
eating together during our Wed Night meal, and when we’re done, we’re going to hang
out at Pastor Jon’s patio to talk about our summer and play a few games. Please join us,
and email Pastor Jon if you have any questions.
FALL REGISTRATION IS HAPPENING THIS MONTH! Please stop at the table in the Narthex to
register your children and youth for fall programs. Check out the staffing needs for fall and

talk to Jill Harmelink about opportunities to serve in the Children's Ministry.
CHILDREN’S (& PARENTS’) SUMMER ACTIVITIES: This summer we are planning four family nights for our
children and their families. We’ll gather for a meal, do some “family devotions” together, learn some
new music, and play some games! Watch your email for more information!

LET’S GATHER! LET’S EAT! LET’S CONNECT! This Wed (June 23) we’re going to gather for a meal
at 5:30pm. It’s summertime, and we’ll have the grills fired up! Come into the Fellowship Hall
to get your food. This is more than a “Bethany family” meal — we’d love to have you invite
your family and friends — and Bethel Church, our hispanic brothers and sisters will be joining
us too! If you can bring a dessert to share that would be wonderful — always a “sweet”
addition. There’s no need to RSVP, just join us for a great night of food and fun! Thank you to

Community Group #3 for helping host this event.
WITH SINCERE THANKS! Thank you so much to everyone who prayed for me and my family while we
went through my cancer journey last year. We appreciated all the prayers, cards, gifts, visits, etc. They
really lifted us up during a super challenging time. We appreciate continued prayers as we adjust to this
life after cancer. Praise God for His faithfulness and presence in our lives! We are loved by an awesome
God! Thank you, Christi and Todd Leonhard

WEDDING & FUNERAL COORDINATORS: Bethany has two paid opportunities for those who like
to host/coordinate. We need a point person for hosting the occasional funerals and
weddings that take place at Bethany. (These positions are separate but could be
combined.) If you’re curious about what this involves, please contact Melissa.
CONTACTING CHURCH STAFF: Melissa is in the office Monday through Wednesday from 8am

to 2pm. Other staff are continuing to work primarily from home. If you need to reach a member of
Bethany staff, the best way to reach them is to send an email.
GIVING: Bethany has a number of ways you can give. You can mail your offerings to Bethany (1315
Washington Ave, Sheboygan, 53081) or go to our secure, online page, which you can access at our
website. Just look for the “Give Online” button. You can also text your giving to 920-280-0042. You now
have the option to cover the processing fee. Look for the check box after entering your information.

CONSISTORY CORNER:
This morning during our congregational meeting, we’re going to look at the turning point that Bethany
(and other churches) are facing. One of those opportunities — and challenges — is what to do over
the summer.
Like many churches, Bethany tends to slow down in the summer. We want to respect the different
rhythm of the summer months (though for many youth & parents, summer is nearly as busy as the
school year). So other than VBS and a few other activities, we try to keep the calendar free.
But this summer isn’t like other summers. We’ve been isolated for so long that we want to use this time
to reconnect — not to disconnect. So this year we’re going to try to connect, but in a way that
doesn’t feel “programmed.” We’re going to resume Café Bethany next week — outside! — with our
Summer Café. It will be a relaxed way to connect with each other and with Bethany’s neighbors over
a cup of coffee — and some sweets. We’re also planning to have four family nights (on Wednesdays).
These will include food and games. And our kids will also enjoy some music and crafts too.And the
youth are going to hang out for food and games on Wednesday nights, as well.
For all of these activities, we’re trying to find the right balance between structure and spontaneity. We
really want people to simply enjoy time together. We hope you’ll join us and keep your eyes open so
you can catch glimpses of the kingdom as we connect!
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STAFF
Jon Garbison, Lead Pastor pastorjon@bethanyrc.com; Ext#11
Steve Bakker, Associate Pastor pastorsteve@bethanyrc.com; Ext#17
Melissa Scheidt, Office Manager officemanager@bethanyrc.com; Ext#10
Jane Carlson, Worship & Discipleship jane.c@bethanyrc.com; Ext#12
Jill Posewitz, Coordinator of Ministries jill.p@bethanyrc.com; Ext#18
Jill Harmelink, Children’s Ministry jill.h@bethanyrc.com; Ext#19
Terri Daye, Administrative Assistant terri.d@bethanyrc.com; Ext#16
Camber Posewitz, Interim Youth Coordinator camber.p@bethanyrc.com
Bulletin & Comm Moments Announcements news@bethanyrc.com
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