
May 23, 2021
WELCOME TO BETHANY

We’re so glad you’re joining us this week — or simply checking us out! Bethany really works hard to be a
community where everyone is welcome! Actually, we’re shooting for more than a welcome. We want
to love everyone well too! We pray God will use our service to bless you this week.
If you have any questions about what’s going on, don’t hesitate to email us. You can also call us
(920-452-0051). You’ll need to leave a message as our office hours are a little different these days.

THIS WEEK
Powerful Resources (Phil. 4:10-23)

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Phil. 4:13
It’s quotable. It’s instagram-able. It’s a powerful promise. But what does “all things” mean? Does that
mean I can pass my drivers test? Lose 20 pounds? 40? Buy a new car? Go for a promotion?
Honestly, I might not have asked this unless I had read this verse in several different translations (always
a good practice when you’re studying the Bible). The version above is the NASB I grew up with. The NIV
we use reads: I can do all this through him who gives me strength. The CEB reads: I can endure all
these things through the power of the one who gives me strength.
It’s a good reminder. The primary focus of Paul’s promise is that we will always have what we need to
live the way of Jesus — because (when?) God is our strength.

NEXT WEEK
Community of Peace (Isaiah 9)

LONGFELLOW THANK YOU: Thank you to everyone who brought in clothes, shoes, and
masks for the students at Longfellow! We took over several loads and really blessed the
staff and students!
OUR MISSION OF THE MONTH: May is national Mental
Health Awareness month, so we’re supporting Mental
Health America in Sheboygan, a nonprofit resource
center that serves Sheboygan County. MHA’s mission

is to promote good mental health through education and
advocacy because good mental health is fundamental to our
overall well-being and impacts everyone in some way! For more
info, go to: mhasheboygan.org.
NEW DAY THANKS: Thank you to all who helped with the New Day Meal this past Tuesday, either by
bringing desserts or helping serve! We had some new volunteers and were able to serve over 60 meals!

SUMMER WORSHIP: This summer, we will be spending time exploring the parables (stories)
Jesus used to describe the kingdom of God. And considering what it looks like for us to
experience that kingdom living today. We will also hope to have a true livestream up and
running early this summer. Stay tuned for more details!
TWO WAYS TO WORSHIP: Each Sunday, Bethany has two opportunities for worship. At 9am we
gather in- person to worship. You will no longer need to sign up to join us, but we will still be

wearing masks and social distancing while in the building. At 10:30am, we gather to worship online.
(Simply go to bethanysheboygan.online.church.) The recorded service is also available on our YouTube
channel so you can watch it anytime.
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NO FAITH FOR LIFE: We had planned to resume Faith for Life this Wednesday, but we will
need to push our next gathering back one week. See you June 2!
CHILDREN’S COORDINATOR(S) NEEDED: As Jill nears her planned retirement, we need to find
a person (or team) who has a heart for children and for helping Bethany with Sunday
school, nursery, Children & Worship, and VBS. And as we make plans for the summer and
fall, we know we will need some help in a few areas. If you are interested in finding out

more about being our Children’s Coordinator or about helping out with the children this fall, please
contact Jill Harmelink or Pastor Jon.
RCA TODAY CHANGE: The RCA Today, a quarterly publication you may receive as a member of our
denomination, is no longer being printed. The content will still be available but will be shared through
the Faithward.org website. The reason for this is part adaptive change, part financial reality to reduce
costs, and part pursuing a wider reach to introduce people to Christ." If you’re interested in receiving
the monthly Faithward newsletter via email, go to www.faithward.org/rcatoday.

WEDNESDAY WAS A BLESSED DAY as we came together for a great cause - Mental Health
America for Sheboygan County. We walked and talked together with others in our
community and South High staff. We served over 90 bowls of soup as a fundraiser with all
proceeds going to Mental Health America of Sheboygan County. Our Bethany community
and many others in our community participated through curbside pickup and indoor
seating. We enjoyed eating together in the Fellowship Hall for the first time in a long time!

Lolly’s recipe was featured and shared as she shared her gifts for cooking and passion for mental health
awareness and she really blessed so many people. As part of awareness, we have a prayer wall in the
lobby to share an initial of someone you would like prayer for that has or is experiencing challenges with
mental health as we all do at times in our life. The prayer wall will be up for the next several weeks, so
please add to it anytime. Thank you to Community Group #3, Wednesday Night Meal team, Care
Team, Youth Group and all the volunteers who helped make this happen. It was a wonderful night, and
Lolly was smiling from heaven.  The gift of your time is appreciated!
THANK YOU so much Bethany family for your many prayers and expressions of support. All tests came
back negative. Your support was greatly appreciated more than words can express.  Darlene Navis

CONTACTING CHURCH STAFF: Melissa is in the office Monday through Wednesday from 8am
to 2pm. Other staff are continuing to work primarily from home. If you need to reach a
member of Bethany staff, the best way to reach them is to send an email. The staff does
have access to their voice messages while working at home, but these messages will be
checked less regularly.

GIVING: Bethany has a number of ways you can give. You can mail your offerings to Bethany (1315
Washington Ave, Sheboygan, 53081) or go to our secure, online page, which you can access at our
website. Just look for the “Give Online” button. You can also text your giving to 920-280-0042. You now
have the option to cover the processing fee. Look for the check box after entering your information. If
you need any help please contact Melissa. She is happy to help!

CONSISTORY CORNER:
Throughout the past year, our leadership has been committed to working with our local community in
our response to the pandemic. We want to be good neighbors, not looking to our own interests but to
the interests of others! (Phil. 2:4) That means we’ve been trying to follow the guidance of the CDC
and the Sheboygan County Health Department.
Because of recent changes, we are updating our mask policy. Bethany will no longer require masks to
be worn at all times indoors if you are fully vaccinated against the COVID-19. (Per CDC guidelines, a
person is considered fully vaccinated two weeks after the single-shot Johnson and Johnson vaccine
or two weeks after the 2nd shot of the Moderna or Pfizer vaccines.)
If you have not yet been fully vaccinated for COVID 19, we believe it’s wise to continue to follow CDC
guidance for wearing masks, and if you are vaccinated and still feel more comfortable wearing a
mask, you’re absolutely welcome to do so! We are really grateful that we can continue to make
progress in being able to safely gather without precautions.
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FINANCIAL UPDATE:
Weekly Average Received       $6,613 per week
Weekly Average Expenses        $6,148 per week
Amount Ahead of Expenses        $465 per week

STAFF
Jon Garbison, Lead Pastor pastorjon@bethanyrc.com; Ext#11
Steve Bakker, Associate Pastor pastorsteve@bethanyrc.com; Ext#17
Melissa Scheidt, Office Manager officemanager@bethanyrc.com; Ext#10
Jane Carlson, Worship & Discipleship jane.c@bethanyrc.com; Ext#12
Jill Posewitz, Coordinator of Ministries jill.p@bethanyrc.com; Ext#18
Paul Hankins, Worship Band Leader paul.h@bethanyrc.
Jill Harmelink, Children’s Ministry jill.h@bethanyrc.com; Ext#19
Terri Daye, Administrative Assistant terri.d@bethanyrc.com; Ext#16
Camber Posewitz, Interim Youth Coordinator camber.p@bethanyrc.com
Bulletin & Comm Moments Announcements news@bethanyrc.com
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